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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 




TSTING OF CLAIMS: 





1. (Previously Presented) A computer system comprising: 
a display; 

a cursor for pointing to a position within said display; 

a bar rendered on said display and having a plurality of tiles associated 

therewith; and 

a processor for varying a size of at least one of said plurality of tiles on said 
display when said cursor is proximate said bar on said display and for repositioning others 
of said plurality of tiles along said bar to accommodate the varied size of said one tile. 



3- 



2. (Original) The computer system of claim 1, wherein each of said plurality of 
tiles represents an object with which a user of said computer system can interact. 

3. (Original) The computer system of claim 2, wherein said objects include at 
least one of: applications, documents, windows and uniform resource locators. 



5 
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4. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 1, wherein said at 
least one of a plurality of tiles includes a tile to which said cursor is closest and a plurality 
of tiles adjacent to said tile. 

5. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 1, wherein said 
processor repositions said others of said plurality of tiles in accordance with a predefined 
relationship between an effect width W, a default height h of said at least one of said 
plurality of tiles and a selected maximum height H of said at least one of said plurality of 
tiles. 



6. (Original) The computer system of claim 5, wherein said predefined 
relationship includes a function S defined as: 

S = ((H - h) -s- 2) -5- sine (it x (h - 2) - (W x 2)) 




7. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 6, wherein said others 
of said plurality of tiles each has a left edge and a right edge located at distances d, and d 2 
from said cursor, and is moved to a position such that said left edge has a distance d, ' from 
said cursor and said right edge has a distance (V from said cursor wherein: 
dj = S x si nefo t 2 x d, ^ W) 
dj' = S x sine(n: -h 2 x d^ -h W). 
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8. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 7, wherein said at 
least one of said plurality of tiles is scaled by a factor of: 

1 +(d 2 '-d 1 ')-(d 2 -d 1 ). 



9. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 1, wherein said 
processor varies the size of at least some of said others of said plurality of tiles based on a 
sine function. 

10. (Original) The computer system of claim 1, wherein said bar is rendered at 
a bottom of said display. 

11. (Original) The computer system of claim 10, wherein there is a gap between 
said bar and said bottom of said display. 



12. (Original) The computer system of claim 1 further comprising: 

a user selection function for permitting a user to select a value of at least one 
characteristic of said bar. 

13 . (Original) The computer s ystem o f claim 12 , where in a max imum size to 
which said at least one of said plurality of tiles can be enlarged is said at least one 
characteristic. 
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14. (Original) The computer system of claim 12, wherein a default size for said 
plurality of tiles is said at least one characteristic. 

15. (Original) The computer system of claim 12, wherein an effect width 
within which said at least one of said plurality of tiles have varied size is said at least one 
characteristic. 

16. (Original) The computer system of claim 1, wherein said processor removes 
said bar from said display when said cursor moves away from said bar. 

17. (Original) The computer system of claim 16, wherein said processor 
removes said bar by invoking an animation routine which makes said bar appear to slide 
into an edge of said display. 

18. (Original) The computer system of claim 1, wherein said processor removes 
said bar by invoking an animation routine which makes said bar appear to slide into an edge 
of said display in response to at least one keystroke. 

19. (Original) The c omputer system of claim 12, wherein a setting for an 
autohide capability for said bar is said at least one characteristic. 



v: 
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20. (Original) The computer system of claim 1, wherein said plurality of tiles 
occupy a single row on said display. 

21. (Original) The computer system of claim 1, wherein said plurality of tiles 
occupy multiple rows on said display. 



22. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 1, wherein two of 
said plurality of tiles are permanent residents of said bar and define endpoints thereof, and 
other tiles can be selectively added to and deleted from positions intermediate said two tiles 
by a user. 



$ 




23. [Canceled] 



24. (Original) The computer system of claim 12, wherein a status of objects as 
permanent or nonpermanent on said bar is said at least one characteristic. 



25. (Original) The computer system of claim 1, wherein said cursor is 
proximate said bar when said cursor is positioned on or within a border of one of said 
plurality of tiles. 
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26. (Original) The computer system of claim 1, wherein said cursor is 
proximate said bar when said cursor is within a predetermined distance of one of said 
plurality of tiles. 

27. (Original) The computer system of claim 1, wherein said processor displays 
a label associated with said at least one of said plurality of tiles. 

28. (Original) The computer system of claim 27, wherein said processor 
displays said label with a first predetermined fade-in rate when said cursor moves 
proximate said at least one of said plurality of tiles from another of said plurality of tiles. 

29. (Original) The computer system of claim 28, wherein said processor 
displays said label with a second predetermined fade-in rate when said cursor moves * 
proximate said at least one of said plurality of tiles from outside a region associated with 
said bar. 

30. (Original) The computer system of claim 29, wherein said first and second 
fade-in rates are different. 

31. (Original) The computer system of claim 27, wherein said processor fades 
out said label when said cursor moves away from said at least one of said plurality of tiles. 




Attorney's Docket No. 001580-504 
Application No. 09/467.074 
Page 8 

32. (Original) The computer system of claim 31, wherein said processor uses a 
first fade out rate when said cursor moves into another of said at least one of said plurality 
of tiles. 

33 (Original) The computer system of claim 32, wherein said processor uses a 
second fade out rate when said cursor moves out of a region associated with said bar. 

34. (Original) The computer system of claim 33, wherein said first and second 
rates are different. 

35. (Original) A computer system comprising: 
a display; 

a cursor means for pointing to a position within said display; 

a userbar rendered on said display and having a plurality of tiles associated 

therewith; and 

a processor means for varying a position of at least one of said plurality of 
tiles on said display when said cursor is proximate said bar on said display. 

36. (Original) The com puter system of claim 35, wherein each of said plurality 
of tiles represents an object with which a user of said computer system can interact. 
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37. (Original) The computer system of claim 36, wherein said objects include at 
least one of: applications, documents, windows and uniform resource locators. 

38. (Original) The computer system of claim 35, wherein said processor varies 
said position in accordance with a predefined relationship between an effect width W, a 
default height h of said at least one of said plurality of tiles and a selected maximum height 
H of said at least one of said plurality of tiles. 

39. (Original) The computer system of claim 38, wherein said predefined 
relationship includes a function S defined as: 

S = ((H - h) -s- 2) + sine (n x (h + 2) -s- (W x 2)) 

40. (Original) The computer system of claim 39, wherein said at least one of 
said plurality of tiles has a left edge and a right edge and wherein said at least one of said 
plurality of tiles is moved to a position such that said left edge has a distance d/ from said 
cursor and said right edge has a distance d 2 ' from said cursor wherein: 

d,' = S x sine (tc 2 x d x + W) 



d 2 ' = S x sine (tc 2 x d 2 -5- W) 



1 
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41. (Original) The computer system of claim 7, wherein said at least one of said 
plurality of tiles is scaled by a factor of: 

1 + (d^-d/) -5- (c^-d,) 

wherein d x and d 2 are distances from said cursor to said left edge and right edge, 
respectively, of said at least one of said plurality of tiles prior to being moved to said 
position. 

42. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 35, wherein said 
processor also varies a magnification of said at least one of said plurality of tiles. 



43. (Original) The computed system of claim 42 further comprising: 
means for permitting a user to select a magnitude of said magnification. 

44. (Original) The computer system of claim 35, wherein said plurality of tiles 
have a default size which can be set by said user. 

^ 45 * (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 43, wherein said 
magnificatio n o f said at leas t one of said plurality of tiles is varied based ^n a s ine f unction. 



46. (Original) The computer system of claim 35, wherein said userbar is 
rendered at an edge of said display. 
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47. (Original) The computer system of claim 46, wherein there is a gap between 
said userbar and said edge of said display. 

48. (Original) The computer system of claim 35 further comprising: 

a user selection means for permitting a user to select a value of at least one 
characteristic of said userbar. 

49. (Original) The computer system of claim 48, wherein a maximum size to 
which at least another of said plurality of tiles can be enlarged is said at least one 
characteristic. 

50. (Original) The computer system of claim 48, wherein a default size for said 
plurality of tiles is said at least one characteristic. 

51. (Original) The computer system of claim 48, wherein an effect width 
within which at least another of said plurality of tiles have varied size is said at least one 
characteristic. 

52. (Original) The computer system of claim 35, wherein said processor means 
removes said userbar from said display when said cursor moves away from said userbar. 
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53. (Original) The computer system of claim 52, wherein said processor means 
removes said userbar by invoking an animation routine which makes said userbar appear to 
slide into an edge of said display. 

54. (Original) The computer system of claim 35, wherein said processor means 
removes said userbar by invoking an animation routine which makes said userbar appear to 
slide into an edge of said display in response to at least one keystroke. 

55. (Original) The computer system of claim 48, wherein a setting for an 
autohide capability for said userbar is said at least one characteristic. 

56. (Original) The computer system of claim 35, wherein said plurality of tiles 
occupy a single row on said display. 

57. (Original) The computer system of claim 35, wherein said plurality of tiles 
occupy multiple rows on said display. 

58. (Original) The computer system of claim 35, wherein at least two of said 
pluralit y of tiles are pe rmanent resi dents of said u serbar . 



59. (Original) The computer system of claim 58, wherein said at least two of 
said plurality of tiles establish a left and right end for said userbar. 
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60. (Original) The computer system of claim 48, wherein a status of objects as 
permanent or nonpermanent on said userbar is said at least one characteristic. 

61. (Original) The computer system of claim 35, wherein said cursor is 
proximate said userbar when said cursor is positioned on or within a border of one of said 
plurality of tiles. 

62. (Original) The computer system of claim 35, wherein said cursor is 
proximate said userbar when said cursor is within a predetermined distance of one of said 
plurality of tiles. 

63. (Original) The computer system of claim 35, wherein said processor means 
displays a label associated with said at least one of said plurality of tiles. 

64. (Original) The computer system of claim 63, wherein said processor means 
displays said label with a first predetermined fade-in rate when said cursor moves 
proximate said at least one of said plurality of tiles from another of said plurality of tiles. 

65 . (Original) The com puter s ystem of claim 64, w herein sa id proce ssor means 

displays said label with a second predetermined fade-in rate when said cursor moves 
proximate said at least one of said plurality of tiles from outside a region associated with 
said userbar. 



•a 
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66. (Original) The computer system of claim 65, wherein said first and second 
fade-in rates are different. 

67. (Original) The computer system of claim 63, wherein said processor means 
fades out said label when said cursor moves away from said at least one of said plurality of 
tiles. 



68. (Original) The computer system of claim 67, wherein said processor means 
uses a first fade out rate when said cursor moves into another of said at least one of said 



plurality of tiles. 

69. (Original) The computer system of claim 68, wherein said processor means 
uses a second fade out rate when said cursor moves out of a region associated with said 
bar. 



70. (Original) The computer system of claim 69, wherein said first and second 
rates are different. 



71. (Previously Presented) A method for displaying items in a g ra phical us er 
interface comprising the steps of: 

providing a plurality of said items in a region of said graphical user 
interface, each of said items having a default height associated therewith; 
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moving a cursor along said region; and 

selectively magnifying at least one of said items closest to said cursor to a 
first level and magnifying items proximate to said one item to other levels less than said 
first level. 

72. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 71, further comprising the steps 

of: 

displaying said plurality of items in said region at said default height unless 
said plurality of items exceeds a predetermined number; and 

scaling said plurality of items when said plurality of items exceeds said 

number. 



73. [Canceled] 



74. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 71, wherein said step of 
I *f magnifying further comprises magnifying said items in accordance with a scaling factor S, 
wherein S is a predefined relationship between an effect width W, said default height h and 
a selected maximum height H of said items. 



j b 75 • (Original) The method of claim 74, wherein said predefined relationship is: 

S = ((H - h) -=- 2) -s- sine (it x (h h- 2) -e- (W x 2)). 
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76. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 71, further comprising the step 

of: 

setting, by a user, said first level of magnification. 

77. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 75, wherein said plurality of 

v) 

O/ items have a left edge and a right edge respectively located at distances d x and d 2 from said 

cursor, and wherein each of said proximate items is moved to a position such that its left 
edge has a distance d/ from said cursor and its right edge has a distance d 2 ' from said 
cursor wherein: 

d,' = S X sine (tt -5- 2 x d x W) 
d 2 ' = S X sine (tc -s- 2 X d 2 -s- W). 

78. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 77, wherein said at least one of 
said plurality of items is scaled by a factor of: 

1 + (<V -<V) - (^-dj) 

79. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 71 further comprising the step 

of: 

permitting a user to select a magnitude of said first level of magnification. 



80. (Original) The method of claim 71, wherein said plurality of items have a 
default size which can be set by a user. 
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81. (Original) The method of claim 71, wherein said magnification of said at 
least one of said plurality of items is varied based on a sine function. 

82 (Original) The method of claim 71, wherein said region is proximate a 
bottom of said graphical user interface. 

83. (Original) The method of claim 82, wherein there is a gap between said 
region and said bottom of said graphical user interface. 

84. (Original) The method of claim 71 further comprising the step of: 
permitting a user to select a value of at least one characteristic of said 

region. 

85. (Original) The method of claim 84, wherein a maximum size to which at 
said at least one of said plurality of items can be enlarged is said at least one characteristic. 

86. (Original) The method of claim 84, wherein a default size for said plurality 
of items is said at least one characteristic. 

87. (Original) The method of claim 84, wherein an effect width within which 
said at least one of said plurality of items have varied size is said at least one characteristic. 
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88. (Original) The method of claim 71, further comprising the step of: 
removing said plurality of items from said display when said cursor moves 

away from said region. 

89. (Original) The method of claim 88, further comprising the step of: 
removing said plurality of items by invoking an animation routine which 

makes said plurality of items appear to slide into an edge of said graphical user interface. 

90. (Original) The method of claim 71, further comprising the step of: 
removing said plurality of items by invoking an animation routine which 

makes said plurality of items appear to slide into an edge of said display in response to at 
least one keystroke. 

91. (Original) The method of claim 84, wherein a setting for an autohide 
capability for said plurality of items is said at least one characteristic. 

92. (Original) The method of claim 71, wherein said plurality of items occupy a 
single row on said graphical user interface. 



93. (Original) The method of claim 71, wherein said plurality of items occupy 
multiple rows on said graphical user interface. 
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94. (Original) The method of claim 71, wherein at least two of said plurality of 
items are permanent residents. 

95. (Original) The method of claim 94, wherein said at least two of said 
plurality of tiles establish a left and right end for said plurality of items. 

96. (Original) The method of claim 84, wherein a status of objects as permanent 
or nonpermanent within said plurality of items is said at least one characteristic. 

97. (Original) The method of claim 96, further comprising the step of: 
automatically rendering permanent items in said region at startup of said 

graphical user interface. 

98. (Original) The method of claim 71, wherein said region extends beyond 
borders of said items. 

99. (Original) The method of claim 71, further comprising the step of: 
displaying a label associated with said at least one of said plurality of items. 
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100. (Original) The method of claim 99, wherein said step of displaying further 
comprises the step of: 

displaying said label with a first predetermined fade-in rate when said cursor 
moves proximate said at least one of said plurality of items from another of said plurality of 
items. 

101. (Original) The method of claim 100, wherein said step of displaying further 
comprises the step of: 

displaying said label with a second predetermined fade-in rate when said 
cursor moves proximate said at least one of said plurality of items from outside said region. 

102. (Original) The method of claim 101, wherein said first and second fade-in 
rates are different. 

103. (Original) The method of claim 99, further comprising the step of: 
fading out said label when said cursor moves away from said at least one of 

said plurality of item. 

104. (Original) The metfiod of claim 103, further comprising t he step of: 
using a first fade out rate when said cursor moves into another of said at 

least one of said plurality of items. 
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7 



^ 105. (Original) The method of claim 104, further comprising the step of: 



using a second fade out rate when said cursor moves out of said region. 

106. (Original) The method of claim 105, wherein said first and second rates are 
different. 



107. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium usable for displaying 
items in a graphical user interface comprising: 

means for providing a plurality of said items in a region of said graphical 
user interface, each of said items having a default height associated therewith; 
means for moving a cursor along said region; and 

means for selectively magnifying at least one of said items closest to said 
cursor to a first level and magnifying items proximate to said one item to other levels less 
than said first level. 





108. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 22, wherein said other 
tiles can be selectively repositioned on said bar relative to one another among said 

I ^ intermediate positions by a user. 

109. (Previously Presented) A computer system comprising: 
a display; 

a cursor for pointing to a position within said display; 
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a bar rendered on said display and having a plurality of tiles associated 

therewith; and 

a processor for varying a size of at least one of said plurality of tiles on said 
display when said cursor is proximate said bar on said display and for varying a position of 
another of said plurality of tiles in accordance with a predefined relationship that includes a 
function S defined as: 

S = ((H - h) 2) -5- sine (it x (h - 2) + (W x 2)), 
where W is an effect width, h is a default height of said at least one of said plurality 
of tiles and H is a selected maximum height of said at least one of said plurality of tiles. 

110. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 109, wherein said 
another of said plurality of tiles has a left edge and a right edge respectively located at 
distances d x and d 2 from said cursor, and wherein said another of said plurality of tiles is 
moved to a position such that said left edge has a distance d/ from said cursor and said 
right edge has a distance d^ from said cursor wherein: 

d/ = S x sine (tz + 2 x d x W) 

d 2 ' = S x sine (n + 2 x d 2 -5- W). 
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111. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 110, wherein said at 
least one of said plurality of tiles is scaled by a factor of: 

1 + (d^-d,*) - (d 2 -d T ) 
wherein dj and d 2 are distances from said cursor to said left edge and right edge, 
respectively, of said another of said plurality of tiles prior to being moved to said position. 

112. (Previously Presented) A computer system comprising: 
a display; 

a cursor for pointing to a position within said display; 

a bar rendered on said display and having a plurality of tiles associated 

therewith; and 

a processor for varying a size of at least one of said plurality of tiles on said 
display when said cursor is proximate said bar on said display and displaying a label 
associated with at least one of said plurality of tiles at a first predetermined fade-in rate 
when said cursor moves proximate said at least one of said plurality of tiles from another of 
said plurality of tiles, and at a second predetermined fade-in rate when said cursor moves 
proximate said at least one of said plurality of tiles from outside a region associated with 
said bar. 

113. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 112, wherein said 
first and second fade-in rates are different. 
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114. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 112, wherein said 
processor fades out said label when said cursor moves away from said at least one of said 
plurality of tiles. 

115. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 114, wherein said 
processor uses a first fade out rate when said cursor moves into another of said at least one 
of said plurality of tiles. 

116. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 115, wherein said 
processor uses a second fade out rate when said cursor moves out of a region associated 
with said bar. 

117. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 116, wherein first and 
second rates are different. 

118. (Previously Presented) A method for displaying representations of objects in 
a graphical user interface for a computer system, comprising the steps of: 

displaying a plurality of icons in a row, where each icon represents an object in the 
computer system ; 

displaying a movable cursor via which the user can select individual ones of said 

icons; 
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magnifying the size of at least one of said icons as said cursor is moved into the 
vicinity of said one icon; and 

repositioning others of the icons along said row to accommodate the magnified size 
of said one icon. 

119. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 118 further including the step 
of magnifying the size of other icons in said row that are proximate said one icon. 

120. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 119 wherein said other icons 
are magnified by a factor that is inversely related to their distances from said cursor. 

121. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 120 wherein the other icons 
that are magnified are those which are located within a defined distance of said cursor. 

122. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 121 wherein the value for said 
defined distance is user-determinable. 

123. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 120 wherein said factor is 
based upon the sine function. 
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124. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 121 wherein each icon is 
displayed within a corresponding tile area having two opposite edges that are respectively 
located at distances d x and d 2 from said cursor, and said other icons are magnified by the 
factor 

l+Cd^-d/V^-d,), where: 

d/ = S x sine(7t/2 x d^W) and 

d 2 ' = S x sine(7i/2 x d 2 /W), where 

W is equal to said defined distance, and 

(S=((H-h)/2) + sine(7i x (h/2) ^(W x 2)), where 

H is a magnified size for one dimension of said one icon, and 

h is a default display size for said one dimension. 

125. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 124, wherein values for H and 
h are user-definable. 

126. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 118 where the icons at the 
outermost ends of said row are predetermined, and the other icons in said row are user- 
selectable. 

127. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 118 wherein said row of icons 
is displayed adjacent one edge of a display for said computer system. 
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128. (Previously Presented) A method for displaying items in a graphical user 
interface, comprising the steps of: 

displaying a plurality of said items at a default height in a region of said 
graphical user interface; 

detecting that a cursor is within a threshold distance from any of said 
plurality of items; and 

increasing the height of at least one of said items closest to said cursor from 
said default height to a fixed maximum level upon detecting that the cursor is within said 
threshold distance and maintaining said height at said fixed level while said cursor is equal 
to or less than said threshold distance from said one item. 



129. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 128 further including the step 
of increasing the height of other items proximate to said one item to levels less than said 
maximum level. 

130. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 129 wherein the heights of said 
other icons are increased by a factor that is inversely related to their distances from said 
cursor. 

131. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 130 wherein the other icons 
whose heights are increased are those which are located within a defined distance of said 
cursor. 
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132. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 131 wherein the value for said 
defined distance is user-determinable. 



133. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 130 wherein said factor is 




based upon the sine function. 



134. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 128 wherein said maximum 
height is user-selectable. 

135. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 128 wherein said items are 
arranged in a row along one edge of the graphical user interface to form said region. 



136. (New) A method for displaying items in a graphical user interface, 
comprising the steps of: 

displaying a plurality of user interface items along an edge of a display area in the 




form of a bar consisting of at least one row of said items; 

detecting the positioning of a cursor within a predetermined distance from at least 



one of said items; 

in response to said detection, magnifying the size of the item closest to said cursor 
to a designated level and magnifying other items proximate said closest item to levels less 
than said designated level; and 
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moving the items along said row to accommodate the magnified sizes of items so 
that items in the vicinity of said magnified items are not obscured. 

137. (New) The method of claim 136 wherein said other items are magnified to 
levels that are inversely related to their distance from said closest item. 

138. (New) The method of claim 136 wherein said user interface items are 
normally displayed at a default size in said bar and said designated level comprises a 
maximum magnified size for the items, and further including the steps of magnifying said 
closest item from said default size to said maximum size upon detecting that the cursor is 
positioned within said predetermined distance, and maintaining said closest item at said 
maximum size while said cursor is equal to or less than said predetermined distance from 
said closest item. 

139. (New) A graphical user interface for a computer that displays a plurality of 
user interface items along an edge of a display area in the form of a bar consisting of at 
least one row of said items, and that is responsive to the positioning of a cursor within a 
predetermined distance of at least one of said items to magnify the size of the item closest 
to said cursor to a designated level and magnify other items proximate said closest item to 
levels less than said designated level, and to move the items along said row to accommodate 
the magnified sizes of items so that items in the vicinity of said magnified items are not 
obscured. 
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140. (New) The graphical user interface of claim 139 wherein said other items 
are magnified to levels that are inversely related to their distance from said closest item. 



V 141. (New) The graphical user interface of claim 139 wherein said user interface 



items are normally displayed at a default size in said bar and said designated level 
comprises a maximum magnified size for the items, and wherein said closest item is 
magnified from said default size to said maximum size upon detecting that the cursor is 
positioned within said predetermined distance, and maintained at said maximum size while 
said cursor is equal to or less than said predetermined distance from said closest item. 



